PRODUCTION AND THE IDEOLOGICAL SUPERSTRUCTURE
Abstruse religious thoughts not only lived On for cen-
turies, but exerted a powerful influence and left blood-
stained traces in the history of the Church..    All these
people, belonging to the different sects and fighting for
them, lived under exactly the same conditions of pro-
duction ;   the material interest of their leaders would
have required their giving up their differences and seek-
ing a reconciliation, which the emperors, on whose favour
they absolutely depended, admonished them to do in
ever repeated rescripts.    The monarchs irnplored their
subjects, and the clergy in particular, not to endanger
the Christian faith and doctrine for the sake of small
and  unimportant  discrepancies;    they  exhorted  and
requested them rather to unite against their common
enemies, the pagans, who exulted in their discord and
derided their nonsensical disputations.   No doubt, ques-
tions of personal authority and influence played a part in
the struggle, especially in the later dispute on the two
natures of Christ, which distracted the nations in the
sixth century;   but surely less than the furious wish of
leaders and followers to see their own opinion triumphant
and force the others to adopt it.   And however personal
ambitions may have inflamed the discord and exasperated
it, this does not change the fact that shades of opinions,
phenomena of a purely intellectual nature,   lived their
own life and nearly proved capable  of destroying a
society and its economic system.
Let us consider another case. If there ever was a
scientific discovery whose consequences shook the world,
it was that of the Canon of Frauenburg, Nicolas Coper-
nicus, who established the truth of the earch revolving
round the sun. It took him some fifteea -years of in-
tricate calculations to substantiate it. Nc*w, in what
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